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Stitching a seam. Sweeping a floor. First light after working the all-night shift. These are small

moments in everyday jobs, but surprisingly luminous. In his tenth book, Michael Chitwood describes

hard, often dangerous labor, but renders also the quietude of housekeeping and office routines. We

call this "making a living," the way we move through our days, to pay for the roof over our heads.

Raking autumn leaves or drilling a dynamite hole to clear rock for a house foundation, we construct

our lives. Chitwood knows that what we do today roots us in the past and becomes our future. Here

is praise, as Gerard Manley Hopkins said, for all our gear and tackle.
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In "Living Wages," Michael Chitwood displays Robert Frost's love of manual labor and his simplicity

of language and everyday imagery coupled with depth of thought and feeling.Something's being

painted or patched.The rattle of the handy, portablerack of stairs is a sound like no other.The

shudder of the extension,as one reach rides its twinup until it's twice as long as it began.Good work

needs good assistanceand what a clever commotion this is.There are no weak poems in this

collection, no twaddle of seeking the "experimental" which too often means the inconsequential

phrased as the incommunicable. Chitwood speaks cleanly and clearly and reaches the heart's

muscle fiber.
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